fersity of Michigan 
| jhRrorp 


brary Science Library 





vermont-new hampshire 





THE MANAGERS 


CCORDING to the dictionary, a trustee is one of a group or board of — 
A persons appointed to “manage the affairs” of a college, hospital, etc. Etc, : 
covers libraries, for we have never heard of a library without a board of ‘ 
trustees. The trustee is a sort of go-between in a marriage of town and library, © 
and if he is a good go-between and arranges this marriage with understanding © 
and tact and good advice to both sides, it will be a great success and everyone ~ 
will live happily ever after. 


Town meeting is just around the corner, and the time for making bud. — 
gets is now. The librarian has the foremost responsibility in drawing up a 
budget, but the trustee, in his managerial capacity, has a responsibility, too, 
as Evan Hill points out. Mary Kelley’s article is sure-fire ammunition to help — 
the librarian and trustee convince the town officials that the library budget 


is justifiably larger. It might be well to present this to selectmen for reading 
along with the budget. 


Joseph Ford, digesting the findings of the recent New Hampshire library 
survey, concludes that we need to do a good deal of re-thinking of library 
problems and come up with some new ideas and experiments. This article is 
equally important for librarians and trustees. 


WwW WW W 


Please note that classification numbers for juvenile non-fiction are now | 
included in book reviews. 


L.H. 
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CAN WE AFFORD BASHFUL TRUSTEES? 
by Evan HI 


Mr. Hill is a well-known free-lance writer for SATURDAY EVENING POST 
and other periodicals, and chairman of the board of trustees of the Newport 
N. H., public library. 


HE telephone caller was a literate, genteel woman with all the social 

graces. A long-time trustee of a small, reasonably-well endowed New Eng- 
land library, she was congratulating a friend of mine, a man just elected to 
the library board. “It’s so nice to have you join us,” she said. “We have a 
pleasant group who get along well together and have the same backgrounds.” 

She went on, in effect describing that particular board of trustees as a 
group of the community’s socially-select who met once a month for a pleasant 
Victorian hour of courteous grace and pleasant conversation. “I was appalled,” 
my friend told me. “I should have resigned before I started. There was no 
mention of my job or my responsibilities, or the problems facing that library. 
I was acceptable as a trustee simply because I was socially acceptable. I had 
attended one of the proper colleges, I dressed conservatively and I was not 
a political radical. What does this have to do with trusteeship?” 

As it turned out, my friend did accept his appointment, still serves as a 
trustee, and despite his fears of tea-party trustees’ meetings, his library is 
more vibrant and more responsive to public needs than he first thought. 

Yet, this tea-party attitude and the concept of a socially-acceptable li- 
brary trustee are much too prevalent throughout the nation—especially in 
New England. Too few library boards truly understand the full meaning of 
trusteeship and the responsibility it carries. Perhaps the greatest—and most 
uncomfortable—aspect of trusteeship is fund-raising. Many trustees are em- 
barrassed to do what the president of Stanford University calls “going out 
with a tin cup for funds.” 

For almost two generations now many of the nation’s smaller public 
libraries have been unwilling to admit that public libraries—even if originally 
endowed with private funds by rare local philanthropists—cannot continue 
solely on personal charities from the trustees themselves. Times have changed. 
Both the university and the hospital have long since realized this; many of 
the smaller libraries have not. And as a result large sources of potential funds 
lie untapped. 

Of course the library will compete with other worthwhile efforts—for 
hospitals, retarded children, the aged, religious education, for projects to com- 
bat juvenile delinquency. And I, for one, have strong sympathy for such 
efforts. However, when I agreed to be a trustee for a free public library and to 








its funds, its buildings, its future and its influence on the citizens of my com. 
munity, I was also forced to give first priority to the library as a legitimate 
user of both private and public funds. If there is competition for such funds, 
then I must be willing to compete—strongly, persistently, and effectively. 

As trustees, knowing far better than others what our needs are and how 
few funds we have to effect these needs, we would be foolish to make judg. 
ments for the town fathers concerning the disposition of tax money. We can- 
not say, “Well, this year the community is faced with needs for more sewers, 
more schools and better roads. Perhaps we should wait until other needs are 
fewer.”” We must decide if we do indeed need improved reference and chil- 
dren’s rooms, microfilming, or a new wing to the old building. And if we do, 
then we must start fighting for them. Generally, if trustees have a good case, 
and make a good case for their requests, they will get what they request. We 
cannot get what we do not ask for. Good manners or bashfulness cannot get 
us what the community genuinely needs. 

But we must be prepared to lose—and be prepared to fight again. If we 
are defeated this year, we can immediately prepare for next year’s fight, find- 
ing out why we have failed this year, determined to be more effective next 
year. This is as true of bond issues and articles in town meeting warrants as 
it is of what should be continuous efforts to raise funds through testamentary 
bequests and private endowments. Fund-raising—within the scope of sensible 
planning and projections of the actual community needs—must be consistent 
and persistent. 

There is little room on a library board for a trustee who either is too 
bashful to implement the responsibilities of his trusteeship or who is satisfied 
with a board that is a social club of pleasant, socially acceptable, safe people 
who will not upset any social apple carts. As trustees we must be willing to 
compete—most sensibly, of course—with those who want more sewers or 
beautification or swimming pools. There must be some of us on each board 
who are able to be articulate, and willing to be heard. If not, we are not living 
up to our responsibilities. 


WW WW WW 


THE DAY THE BOOKS WENT BLANK 


A new film THE DAY THE BOOKS WENT BLANK is available 
through your State Library for showing to groups in your community. Fi- 
nanced with Library Services Act funds this film was co-sponsored by the State 
Library Extension Agencies of the six New England States. Designed for lay 
audiences, the purpose of the film is to dramatize the importance of the public 
library as an educational institution deserving strong citizen support. 
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A BOOK IS NOT A BARGAIN 
by Mary E. KELLEY 


URING the past year the Book of the Month Club has issued two regular 

selections to its members at a price of $10 each. William Shirer’s THE 

RISE AND FALL OF THE THIRD REICH, one of these selections, has 
been on the Best Seller list for forty-eight weeks. 

In late 1960 the American Heritage Publishing Company offered the PIC- 
TURE HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR at $19.95. There literally seemed 
no end to the critical acclaim the book received since it successfully combined 
a narrative text by the eminent Civil War historian, Bruce Catton, a multi- 
tude of excellent photographs, and a timely publication date on the brink of 
the Centennial celebration. These typical books could not be considered as 
luxury items in any size library; they are necessities. Yet, for the price of 
these two books alone, in 1930 one could have bought every novel on the Best 
Seller list for the year. 

Has the amount of money in your 1949 book budget been increased by 
half? If it has not, the library has failed to maintain a steady level of acqui- 
sition. If the library community has grown, as many have because of the post- 
war baby boom and changing patterns of industry, the 1949 budget should 
have doubled to allow for necessary expansion. 

The average price of the book rose from $3.59 in 1949 to $5.24 in 1960 
according to a study made by ALA’s Committee on the Cost of Library Ma- 
terials.* During these same years, data given in the U. S. Bureau of the Cen- 
sus STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF THE UNITED STATES, 1959, show 
that wholesale prices climbed 20% and consumer prices, 25%. Book prices 
rose 46%. 

Largely responsible for this rise was the phenomenal increase in the price 
of science books. In 1949 the science book sold at an average $5.52; by 1960 
the cost was $10.21. This rise combined with a growing need for literature in 
the field exerts a strong influence on the whole book collection. The library 
must have more expensive science books, but it must have also the funds to 
maintain a good selection in other fields. 

Science is not the only culprit, though it is the most important one. Agri- 
cultural books rose from the 1949 average of $3.23 to $6.95 in 1958, a 115% 
increase. Art jumped from a $7.06 average in 1949 to $12.61 in 1960, an in- 
crease of 78.6%. Technology showed a rise just under 83%, from $4.86 in 
1949 to $8.89 in 1960. 





*Schick, Frank L. and William H. Kurth. The Cost of Library Materials. US. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1961. 
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Fiction saw a popularity rise in the big novel with Ben Ames Williams’ 
THE UNCONQUERED a forerunner to 1955, the year when six of the ten 
best selling novels had more than 500 pages. That the overall price for fiction 
rose only 35% may be due to the widespread interest in Francois Sagan’s 
work. 

There are other areas where the price change has not been so extreme. 
Change, however, has always been on the plus side. The sports category 
showed the least increase, 22.8% for the 1949-60 period. Children’s books 
rose only 29.8% during the same time, which still is more than a fourth over 
the 1949 price. 

The library must take a realistic look at the book budget. This budget 
should reflect a knowledge of the following facts: book prices have risen twice 
as much as consumer and wholesale prices generally during the past ten years; 
the population of most communities has increased drastically; space age scien- 
tific achievement has created two problems in the categories which show the 
greatest price increase, a demand for books on science and technology, and 
the obsolescence of those already on the shelves. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Committee on Cost of Library Materials Index 
William H. Kurth, Chairman 


TABLE OF PRICE INCREASES 





(1947-49) 1956 1960 
Total Total Total 
number of Average number of Average numberof Average 
Category books price books price books price 

Total 22,269 $3.59 8,470 $4.61 9,457 $5.24 
Agriculture 270 3.23 41 5.09 eee an 
Art 482 7.06 169 9.97 254 12.61 
Biography 1,487 3.89 656 4.74 694 4.98 
Business 498 4.72 176 6.30 159 6.83 
Children’s Books 1,718 2.11 1,033 2.50 1,211 2.74 
Economics 375 4.03 121 5.97 198 6.19 
Education 402 3.39 197 4.47 262 4.97 
History 1,290 4.76 468 5.88 727 5.91 
Law 988 4.84 305 7.17 209 8.01 
Literature, General 4,471 2.63 1,499 3.24 1,536 3.59 
Literature, Fiction 3,334 2.66 1,212 3.28 1,225 3.59 
Literature, Poetry 915 2.42 227 2.95 236 3.31 
Literature, Drama 222 3.09 60 3.60 75 4.48 
Medicine 1,489 6.36 649 7.73 674 8.41 
Music 294 4.06 89 4.56 104 5.56 
Religion 1,864 2.84 799 3.74 847 4.05 
Science 692 5.52 241 8.46 517 10.21 
Sports 373 3.91 117 4.57 164 4.80 
Technology 1,105 4.36 411 7.52 365 8.89 














GOALS FOR ACTION IN N. H. 


by JosePH P. Forp 


Mr. Ford is the Administrative Director of the recent Survey of Library 
Services in New Hampshire, financed by the Library Services Act and con- 
ducted at the request of the State Library by the Public Administration Serv- 
ice of the Department of Government of the University of New Hampshire, 
under the direction of Prof. John T. Holden, Executive Director of the project. 


HE recent library survey indicates very clearly that the selection and de- 

velopment of qualified personnel in the coming years will require a dif- 
ferent library climate from that now existing in New Hampshire, if we hope 
to gather good fruit from whatever programs of library improvement emerge 
from the survey. 

That opportunities for attracting career-minded people to the library 
profession are very limited in New Hampshire is thoroughly documented in 
the survey report. Certainly it should surprise no one familiar with local 
conditions to learn that our librarians are underpaid, or that they frequently 
work in surroundings of genteel poverty. Neither should anyone be terribly 
surprised by the fact that so many of our librarians have never had the op- 
portunity to acquire a college education or to attend library school. These 
facts are as self-evident as the nearest town report which shows us that less 
than 2% of the annual municipal budget has been allocated to the local 
library. 

The Price of Neglect 

We in New Hampshire are now paying a heavy price for many years of 
neglect in the field of public library service. This price is visibly apparent in 
our aging library buildings, antiquated facilities, and outdated book collec- 
tions. It is less visible but equally evident in our failure to develop a system 
which could effectively break through the limitations of the small-town library 
environment and thus provide a base broad enough to support the framework 
of a truly modern library service. 

Although the problem facing us is largely administrative, we are sur- 
rounded at every turn by a tangled undergrowth of public apathy, outworn 
concepts of library service, and just plain stinginess. On the local level we are 
still paying homage to the bearded benefactor whose name is chiseled on the 
granite archway of the library. Somehow we have been vaguely led to expect 
that libraries are inherently self-supporting institutions and that it is entirely 
meet and proper for them to molder in the backwater of time. 

Yet fortunately there is a genuine awareness among those associated with 
our public libraries of what needs to be done. Moreover, there is a willingness 
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to help and to participate in some kind of overall library plan. What is most 
needed at this crucial juncture in our library history is a comprehensive pro- 
gram of improvement and the leadership to carry that program into action. 

It is clear at the outset that the local communities cannot do the job 
alone. Their resources are too limited and their library public too small. The 
fact that two-thirds of our towns and cities pay their librarians less than $500 
a year is just one side of this picture. We cannot reasonably expect any 
change until someone supplies a plan and whatever seed-money is necessary 
to induce these communities to join in a pattern of cooperative effort. 


Federated Libraries 


One possible solution, and one strongly recommended in the survey re- 
port, is for groups of libraries to form federated systems in which funds are 
pooled for purchasing books, equipment and supplies. At a certain stage of 
development these federated libraries could perhaps employ a full-time chil- 
dren’s librarian to visit each participating library on a rotating basis. The 
same might be done with a professional consultant to assist member librarians 
in cataloging, weeding and other tasks requiring technical skill. Eventually 
each federation might develop a common library card and a system for the 


rapid exchange of material, greatly expanding the use and utility of their 
collective resources. 


There is no question but that federated systems, or some variation of the 
same, would significantly improve both the quality and scope of library serv- 
ice in New Hampshire. Such systems won’t get off the ground, however, with- 
out sound expert guidance or without state grants-in-aid. Preferably, a pro- 
gram of state aid should be on a matching basis and tied in to certain minimum 
standards. Wherever possible, the existing machinery of the State Library 
should implement programs adopted by the federated libraries. The State 
Library should certainly play a central role in developing standards and in 


providing guidance, as is now being done in book selection and purchasing for 
the Shieling Trust groups. 


The federated library system would seem an ideal framework for giving 
our numerous part-time librarians the kind of continuing assistance they so 
badly need. At present more than 60% of our head librarians lack profes- 
sional training of any type, and only 17 head librarians in the entire state are 
graduates of accredited library schools. In the smaller communities, where 
the library is open only a few hours or days a week, this lack of training is 
not too serious, provided technical assistance is readily available when needed. 
For some time the State Library has attempted to provide such assistance 
through its Extension Division consultants who visit the smaller libraries upon 
request. But this kind of expert service is presently too limited. 
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These New Hampshire leaders set the ball rolling for the Governor’s Committee for 
Better Libraries, the group which will study the U.N.H. Survey of Library Conditions 
as a basis for recommending a library plan for the state. Left to right, Mr. Herbert Kim- 
ball, Chairman of the Committee; Governor Wesley Powell; Professor John Holden of 
the University; and Mr. Joseph Ford, author of the survey —(Putnam Photo) 


Immediate Steps 


Whatever is accomplished regarding federated library systems, a number 
of steps ought to be taken immediately to strengthen the library profession in 
New Hampshire. The State Library’s summer library institutes, held annually 
at the U.N.H., should be expanded to reach the many librarians who have 
not had the opportunity to acquire professional training. This in-service train- 
ing is a very practical method of training local librarians who would not be 
eligible for or interested in a graduate school degree. As an inducement for 
wider participation, the State might award cash grants to those libraries where 
the librarian has successfully completed the required courses. 

There should also be an immediate strengthening of State Library con- 
sultant services to local libraries. Children’s librarians, for example, might 
be added to the branch offices of the Extension Division for the purpose of 
assisting local libraries in this extremely vital area. The currently successful 
consultant service should also be expanded. 

Comprehensive attempts must be made to provide better employment 
conditions for our librarians. Salary levels are so low in New Hampshire that 
it is a wonder that we have any professional librarians at all. The average 
starting salary for library school graduates across the country is now $5,100. 
In New Hampshire this kind of salary is paid only to a small handful of head 
librarians in the larger cities and towns. Moreover, most of our libraries lack 











rational methods for granting salary adjustments and a majority are without 
adequate retirement, vacation and sick leave provisions for their personnel. 
It would seem that cooperative programs are needed to develop better methods 
and policies in this area, as well as state aid and guidance. Matching grants 
for raising salaries might be one solution, providing that such grants were 
linked to certification requirements to encourage higher professional standards, 

All of these proposals will require a high degree of cooperation, not only 
among libraries on the local level, but between the local libraries and the 
State Library. Above all, they will require a great deal of educational effort 
among trustees, librarians and the general public. Without powerful support 
from the local community level, no program of improvement can cope with 
the fundamental weaknesses which now inhibit progress in library service. 
The public needs to be made aware of the advantages and possibilities of inter- 
library cooperation as a means of building a better environment for library 
service and for the librarian who makes that service work. 
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new hampshire 


LIBRARIES 





IBRARIANS from KEENE, DOVER, PORTSMOUTH, MANCHES- 
TER, NASHUA, CONCORD, CONWAY, HOPKINTON, and EXE- 
TER attended the N.E.L.A. Conference at Swampscott. 


State aid grants for 1961-62 will go to BARTLETT, $125 for cataloging 
and classification; GILFORD, $200 for Y.P. books; JACKSON, $150 for 
fiction on high school level; KINGSTON, $200 for non-fiction on high school 
level; LINCOLN, $175 for children’s books; MASON, $125 for classics for 
teenage; NEWPORT, $200 for adult non-fiction; PEMBROKE, $150 for 
children’s books; RUMNEY, $175 for reference books; SANBORNVILLE, 
$200 for children’s books; SULLIVAN, $100 for children’s books; and 
TROY, $175 for cataloging and classification. 


CORRECTION: On page 16 of the July-August issue in the picture 
caption, the Fiske Free Library of Canterbury is mentioned as a runner-up 
in the NLW contest. The Fiske Free Library is in CLAREMONT. We are 
very sorry for the error. 














Officers of the New Hampshire Library Association elected at its annual meeting 
in Conway were (left to right) President, David Dorman, Librarian of the Man- 
chester City Library; 2nd Vice President, Miss Willia McKinney, Cataloger of the 
Concord Public Library; 1st Vice President, Mrs. Frances Wiggin, Librarian of the Bed- 
ford Public Library; Secretary, Miss Anita Proffitt, Librarian of Pease Air Force Base; 
and Treasurer, Ralph Riley, Extension Librarian in charge of the State Library’s Little- 
ton branch office. Not present was the Auditor, Mrs. Jean Claggett, Librarian of the 
Richards Free Library, Newport.—(Putnam Photo) 








Happy youngsters in Meriden take advantage of a unique method of returning books 
to the library. This was one feature of the National Library Week celebration that won 
Third Prize for the Meriden Town Library in this year’s contest—(Photo by Valley 
News, Lebanon.) 















LIBRARIES 


R. Joseph L. Wheeler of BENSON received the Joseph W. Lippincott 

Award Medal at the ALA Conference in Cleveland for his contribution 
to American library progress. He is known internationally for his pioneering 
work in library administration, library architecture, methods, publicity, pub- 
lic relations and library development. His latest project, planned to help all 
small libraries, is being financed by a $93,000 Ford grant and administered by 
ALA. Instructional pamphlets and films will be prepared by specialists in the 
areas of administration and routine library procedures. The project is to be 
completed in the fall of 1963. 


The V.L.A. District Meetings held in September at WILLISTON, BEL- 
LOWS FALLS, MONTPELIER, EAST CORINTH and NORTH BEN- 
NINGTON were well attended. Fire Insurance for Libraries; Vermont Folk- 
lore; Poetry; In and Out of the Library; Book Reviews; School and Public 
Library Cooperation; Library Services for Children; Extending and Improv- 
ing Reading Skills, plus travel talks and films provided interesting programs. 
Dr. John Teal, Dr. Doris Spencer, Howard Petrie, Mary Tucker and Brad- 
ford Smith were some of the outstanding speakers. 


Public, school, college, special librarians and trustees from BARRE, 
BELLOWS FALLS, BENNINGTON, BRATTLEBORO, BURLINGTON, 
JACKSONVILLE, MIDDLEBURY, MONTPELIER, RUTLAND, ST. 
JOHNSBURY, SPRINGFIELD and VERGENNES attended the N.E.L.A. 
Conference at Swampscott. 


A life-long dream to establish a permanent ALBURG library was ac- 
complished on October 3rd when voters approved a $12,500 bond issue to build 
a new structure for a public library and town offices. The new library will be 
located on Main Street on property donated by Mr. Paul Pearl. 

The BRATTLEBORO Free Library has received a most interesting 
document, the handwritten draft of the talk which Mr. George J. Brooks 
planned to give at the dedication of the library building which he presented 
to Brattleboro 75 years ago. Mr. Brooks died a few days before the dedication 
in 1887. A niece, Mrs. Mary Goodhue Cary, presented the document to the 
library. Mr. Brooks’s last words to the people of Brattleboro: “A well-selected 
free library is a powerful and wise educator, and, second only to the common 
schools, should receive fostering care and generous financial backing . . . And 
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in this work of education, common schools and free public libraries ought to 
occupy, side by side, a warm place in the hearts of the people.” 

The BRATTLEBORO Free Library has had an unusual display of 145 
miniature pitchers from many nations. Teresa Trottier, now a fourth grader 
at the Oak Grove School in Brattleboro, started the collection when she was 
four years old. 

The RUTLAND Free Library Association met in September to enjoy a 
talk by Elsie Masterton, widely known for her humor, culinary accomplish- 
ments and books. 

The RUTLAND Free Library Children’s Program for 1961-62 opened 
on September 30th. The program See-a-film—Read-a-book will have for its 
theme suggested plans for the World’s Fair in Seattle in 1962. Every Satur- 
day there will be one or two films on subjects relating to possibilities in the 


World of Tomorrow. 
WwW WwW WM WD 


NOTABLE CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 1960 
Selected by ALA 


ABC. Bruno Munavi. Illus. by the author, BEDTIME FOR FRANCES. Russell 
World, $3.50. Hoban. Illus. by Garth Williams. Harper, 

A stunning alphabet book conceived and $2.50; Lib. ed., $2.57. 

executed with originality, imagination, and The familiar bedtime-delaying tactics of 

wit. Clear, brilliant colors. small children are mirrored with gentle 


AMERICA MOVES FORWARD. A his- pra e — aeatiinens 
ger. 

tory for Peter. Gerald W. Johnson. Illus. 

by Leonard Everett Fisher. Morrow, THE BLUE BOAT. William Mayne. Illus. 

$3.95. by Geraldine Spence. Dutton, $2.95. 
Completes a trilogy presenting American The summer-holiday adventures of two 
history in a fresh, vigorous manner. The young boys in a pretend world of their own 
first two books are America Is Born and making. An engaging blend of make-believe 
America Grows Up. and reality. 


BABOUSHKA AND THE THREE KINGS. BRADY. Jean Fritz. Illus. by Lynd Ward. 

Adapted by Ruth Robbins. Illus. by Coward-McCann, $3.50. 

Nicolas Sidjakov. Parnassus, $2.50. In a believable and satisfying narrative the 
Striking pictures in rich colors illustrate son of an Underground Railroad agent 
this skillfully retold Russian folk tale. A learns to control his tongue, forms his own 
book distinguished for unity of subject, il- | opinion about slavery, and acts with judg- 


lustration, and design. ment when the need arises. 

THE BEARCAT. Annabel Johnson and CASTAWAYS IN LILLIPUT. Henry Win- 
Edgar Johnson. Harper, $2.95. terfeld. Tr. by Kyrill Schabert. Illus. by 

Characters are sharply drawn in a tense, William E. Hutchinson. Harcourt, $3.00. 


thought-provoking story of the develop- An ingenious and delightful fantasy in 
ment of a boy who is drawn into the work- which three children find themselves in 
ers’ struggle to unionize in a Montana min- _Lilliput—completely modernized since Gul- 
ing town. liver’s day. 
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CAXTON’S CHALLENGE. Cynthia Har- 
nett. Illus. by the author. World, $3.95. 


Fifteenth-century London comes alive in 
the engrossing tale of a young apprentice 
embroiled in the conflict between two con- 
niving scriveners and William Caxton. 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE SEA. 4Ar- 
thur Charles Clarke. Wlus. by Alex Schom- 
burg. Holt, $3.95. 


Challengingly the author explores the mys- 
teries of the underwater frontier and en- 
visions future utilization of its resources. 


CHENDRU: THE BOY AND THE TI- 
GER. Astrid Bergman Sucksdorff. English 
version by William Sansom. Harcourt, 
$3.25. 

Fine color photographs portray the friend- 

ship between a boy and a tiger and life in 

a jungle village in India. 


THE CRICKET IN TIMES SQUARE. 
George Selden Thompson (George Selden, 
pseud.). Illus. by Garth Williams. Ariel, 
$3.50. 

A captivating tale of a country cricket who 

is befriended by a mouse, a cat, and a boy 

in a subway station newsstand. Charming 
illustrations. 


DEVILS’ HILL. Nan Chauncey. Illus. by 
Geraldine Spence. Watts, $2.95. 
Characters and setting are vividly deline- 
ated in this story of a family living in a 
wild and primitive region of Tasmania. 


A DOG ON BARKHAM STREET. Mary 
Slattery Stolz. Mus. by Leonard Shortall. 
Harper, $2.50. 

A boy’s seemingly insurmountable prob- 

lems—to be allowed a dog and to be free 

of a bully’s tormenting—are solved in a 

story written with insight and humor. 


DWARF LONG-NOSE. Wilhelm Hauff. Tr. 
by Doris Orgel. Illus. by Maurice Sendak. 
Random, $2.95. 

A German fairy tale delightfully illustrated 

with sturdy, humorous drawings which 

match exactly the folk quality of the story. 


A FRUIT IS BORN. Jean Nichel Guilcher 
and Robert Henri Noailles. Illus. Sterling, 
$2.50. 


Scientific information lucidly presented in 
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brief text, captions, and remarkable close- 
up photographs. One of four titles com- 
prising a unique nature series. 


GOING BAREFOOT. Aileen Lucia Fisher. 
Illus. by Adrienne Adams. Crowell, $3.00, 
The anticipation and joy of going barefoot 
are pleasingly evoked in spontaneous rhym- 
ing text and sensitive colored drawings. 


THE GOLDEN FOOTPRINTS. Jun Iwa- 
matsu (Taro Yashima, pseud.) and Hat- 
oju Muku. Illus. by Taro Yashima. World, 
$2.95. 

A poignant story of a boy and three foxes 

in a mountain region of Japan. Evocative 

writing and illustration. 


GREEK GODS AND HEROES. Robert 
Graves. Illus. by Dimitris Davis. Dou- 
bleday, $2.95. 

A classicist’s fresh and witty interpretation 

of the Greek myths. For older readers al- 

ready familiar with the more standard ver- 
sions. 


GRISHKA AND THE BEAR. René Guil- 
lot. Tr. by Gwen Marsh. Illus. by Joan 
Kiddell-Monroe. Criterion, $2.75. 

Primitive village life and superstitions are 

revealed in the haunting story of a Siberian 

boy and his bear cub. 


THE HAPPY DAYS. Yong-ik Kim. Illus. 
by Arthur Marokvia. Little, $3.50. 

Set in postwar rural Korea, a memorable 

story of a boy’s intense efforts to obtain an 

education for himself and a school for the 

village. 


HEATHER AND BROOM. Ed. by Le- 
Claire Alger (Sorche Nic Leodhas, pseud.). 
Illus. by Consuela Joerns. Holt, $3.25. 


Tales from the Scottish highland retold with 
liveliness, humor, and Gaelic flavor. 


THE ILIAD OF HOMER. Retold by Bar- 
bara Leonie Picard. Ilus. by Joan Kid- 
dell-Monroe. Walck, $3.50. 

A dignified yet spirited retelling of Homer’s 

epic poem. Appropriate illustrations. 


INCH BY INCH. Leo Lionni. Illus. by the 
author. Obolensky, $3.50. 

Simplicity, originality, and arresting design 

mark this picture book about a clever earth 

worm. 
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ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS. 
Scott O’Dell. Houghton, $2.75. 


An unforgettable first-person narrative of 
the experiences of an Indian girl who lived 
alone on a rocky island off the California 
coast for eighteen years. 


KNIGHT’S FEE. Rosemary Sutcliff. Illus. 
by Charles Keeping. Walck, $3.50. 

The rise of orphaned Randal from castle 

dog-boy to lord of the manor. An absorb- 

ing historical novel which re-creates feudal 

life in eleventh-century England. 


THE LITTLE TINY ROOSTER. William 
Lipkind (Will, pseud.) and Mordvinoff, 
Nicolas (Nicolas, pseud.). Illus. by Nico- 
las. Harcourt, $3.25. 

A bantam rooster proves his worth in a 

picture book with boldly colored, effective- 

ly designed drawings. 


MAP MAKING. The art that became a 
science. Lloyd Arnold Brown. Illus. Lit- 
tle, $4.75. 


Surveys the history of cartography showing 
clearly and simply how man developed in- 
truments and methods for measuring the 
earth. 


MEET THE AUSTINS. Madeleine L’En- 
gle. Illus. Vanguard, $3.00. 

The doings of a likable family are chron- 

icled with warmth and unusual perception 

by the twelve-year-old daughter. 


OLD MOTHER HUBBARD AND HER 
DOG. Illus. by Paul Galdone. Whittle- 
sey, $2.25. 


The old nursery tale aptly illustrated with 
humorous and appealing drawings. 


OLD RAMON. Jack Warner Schaefer. Illus. 

by Harold West. Houghton, $2.50. 
Ramon, the wise old shepherd, teaches his 
young charge far more than the ways of 
tending sheep in this short, beautifully writ- 
ten tale of the Southwest. 


' THE SECRET HIDING PLACE. Rainey 


Bennett. Illus. by the author. World, 
$3.00. 
A gay, endearing picture book in which a 
baby hippopotamus finds a place where he 
can be alone, but not too alone. 


THE SECRET LANGUAGE. Ursula 
Nordstrom. Illus. by Mary Chalmers. 
Harper, $2.75. 

The miseries and joys of a young child’s 

first year at boarding school, told with un- 

usual understanding and charm. 


THE SHOEMAKER AND THE ELVES. 
Jakob Ludwig Karl Grimm and Wilhelm 
Karl Grimm. Illus. by Adrienne Adams. 
(Tr. by Wayne Andrews). Scribner, 
$2.95. 

A_ well-loved folk tale 

sprightly colored drawings. 


illustrated with 


THE SLEEPING BEAUTY. Jakob Lud- 
wig Karl Grimm and Wilhelm Karl 
Grimm. Illus. by Felix Hoffmann. Har- 
court, $3.50. 


Beautiful, intricately drawn pictures in sub- 
tle colors convey perfectly the enchantment 
of this fairy tale. 


THE SINGING CAVE. Eilis Dillon. Mlus. 
by Stan Campbell. Funk, $2.95. 


Set on the coast of Ireland, a suspenseful 
and strongly atmospheric tale of the dis- 
covery and disappearance of a Viking treas- 
ure. 


TERRIBLE, HORRIBLE EDIE. Eliza- 
beth Choate Spykman. Harcourt, $3.25. 


Summer fun at the shore with the Cares 
family: particularly with Edie who is con- 
stantly in trouble of one kind or another. 
Fresh incidents and a likable heroine. 


THIS IS ROME. Miroslav Sask. Illus. by 
the author. Macmillan, $3.75; boards 
$3.00. 

A Swiss artist records his impressions of 

Rome in handsome colored drawings and 

illuminating captions. 


TORRIE. Annabel Johnson 
Johnson. Harper, $2.75. 

_ Traveling westward by wagon train a re- 

sentful, self-centered girl gains a new un- 

derstanding of herself and her parents. A 

convincing depiction of a girl growing into 

womanhood. 


THE WALLS OF WINDY TROY; a bi- 
ography of Heinrich Schliemann. Mar- 
jorie Braymer. Illus. Harcourt, $3.50. 


A well-balanced, absorbing biography of 


and Edgar 
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the German archaeologist who realized his 
lifelong dream of finding Homer’s Troy. 


THE WORLD OF THE PHARAOHS. 
Hans Baumann. Photos by Albert Burges. 
Line drawings by Hans Peter Renner. 
(Tr. by Richard and Clara Winston). 
Pantheon, $4.00. 





A modern Egyptian boy learns about the 
civilization of ancient Egypt and the ar- 
chaeological discoveries which brought it 
to light. Outstanding color photographs 
and line drawings. 


WJ WwW 


BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small libraries 
in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published within the 
last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 


Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 


venience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young Pcople. 


ADULT FICTION 


by 
Mary E. KELLEY 


Public Library Consultant 
New Hamshire State Library 


Griffin, Gwyn, MASTER OF THIS VES- 
SEL. Holt, $4.95. 


MASTER OF THIS VESSEL dates back 
to the time when the main preoccupation 
of the novelist was plot, a time sadly miss- 
ed by many. An Italian liner is bound for 
Australia with a large group of passengers, 
sharply divided into cliques of Italians 
and Englishmen. A young Italian mate be- 
comes acting captain. Wise about the sea 
but aloof from the ship’s company, he finds 
himself caught in a hurricane, forced to 
master the ship and its mutinous company. 


McCullers, Carson. CLOCK WITHOUT 
HANDS. Houghton, $4.00. 


After years of silence, Carson McCullers 
again writes of the small-town South, re- 
flecting the isolation of the individual and 
the horror which can arise from a lack of 


understanding of the other fellow’s position. 
To her knack for showing the needs and 
preoccupations of youth from the inside, 
she has added a new dimension—that of 
the older person. Old Judge Clane, even in 
his egotism and predujice, becomes an un- 
derstandable person, if not a totally for- 
givable one. 


Priestly, J.B. SATURN OVER THE 
WATER. Doubleday, $4.50. 


An exciting tale of secret international 
organizations functioning in London, Peru 
and Australia, uncovered by a young man 
locking for his cousin’s missing husband. 
A rich South American beauty is a big help. 
A surprising turn for the pen of J. B. 
Priestly, English author and critic. 


*Roberts, Dorothy James. FIRE IN THE 
ICE. Little, Brown, $5.00. 


During the 9th century Iceland was settled 
by Norwegians. The first Icelanders were 
an adventurous group who sailed to many 
ports returning home to recount tales which 
grew into legends, from which the author 
has written the history of Hallguda, a vital 
beautiful Icelandic queen. 
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Salinger, J. D. FRANNY AND ZOOEY. 
Little, Brown, $4.00. 


Since writing his memorable CATCHER 
IN THE RYE, Cornish, New Hampshire’s 
elusive citizen has been concentrating on a 
fictional study of the Glass Family of New 
York, a charming, deeply intelligent, acute- 
ly sensitive group who object strongly to 
the inhumane, materialistic, self-seeking 
phoniness they feel in contemporary Amer- 
ican life. These two novellas are part of 
what will undoubtedly be an outstanding 
novel. Until it appears, Salinger’s many 
devotees will be pleased with this, though 
new recruits will continue to be primarily 
drafted through THE CATCHER. 


Streeter, Edward. CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BORED. Harper, $3. 95. 


When Mr. Crambie drafted the pension 
plan for his company, it never occurred to 
him that he would ever reach an age to use 
it. Just when he had decided to ignore the 
compulsory 65 clause (at age 64), he dis- 
covered that his staff had no intention of 
doing so. A light novel by the author of 
THE FATHER OF THE BRIDE on the 
pitfalls of retiring. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 


by 
Mary E. KELLEY 


Public Library Consultant 
New Hamshire State Library 


BIOGRAPHY 


Brooks, Van Wyck. FROM THE SHAD- 
OW OF THE MOUNTAIN. Dutton, 
$4.50. 


An outstanding American man of letters 
is Van Wyck Brooks whose five-volume 
work MAKERS AND FINDERS is a 
major piece of American literary history 
and criticism. FROM THE SHADOW OF 
THE MOUNTAIN is the third volume of 
his autobiography covering the years 1931 
to the present. In it he reflects on many 
aspects of American literature and many 
people who make up the current literary 
scene. 


*Fortune Magazine. GREAT AMERICAN 
SCIENTISTS. Prentice Hall, $3.50. Paper 
$1.95. 


Every kid in the block can give you the 
batting average of the whole Yankee linup; 
but how many know six living scientists? 
Realizing that the answer would be “hardly 
any,” the editors of Fortune printed a series 
of biographical articles on the men who 
have put America in the forefront of scien- 
tific achievement. The collection of the 
Fortune articles provides, in addition to the 
useful biographical material, a contempo- 
rary history of America’s scientific progress. 

920 


Harbaugh, William Henry. POWER AND 
RESPONSIBILITY; THE LIFE AND 
TIMES OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
Farrar, $7.50. 


One of the most colorful U.S. presidents was 
Teddy Roosevelt; soldier, naturalist, poli- 
tician. The decline in prestige which he 
suffered during the rise of FDR’s fame is 
being lifted. This extensive and competent 
study should do much to establish him as 
“the most brilliant administrator ever to 
occupy the White House and the most 
inspiring leader ever to quicken the nation’s 
courage.” 973.911 


Radin, Edward D. LIZZIE BORDEN: 
THE UNTOLD STORY. Simon and 
Schuster, $4.50. 


The case of Lizzie Borden has become part 
of American folklore. Broadway shows 
have been based on it; Agnes DeMille has 
even composed a ballet about it. Although 
many people thought Lizzie innocent, time 
had condemned her until Mr. Radin pub- 
lished this book. Now Lizzie appears the 
most misunderstood person since Richard 
III. 


CHRISTMAS 


Braybrooke, Neville. A PARTRIDGE IN 
A PEAR TREE. Newman Press, 1960, 
6.00. 


Foley, Daniel J. THE CHRISTMAS 
TREE. Chilton, 1960, $3.50. 

SWEDISH CHRISTMAS. Holt, 1960 
$4.95. 
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Wernecke. CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS A- 
ROUND THE WORLD. Westminster, 
1959, $3.50. 


A group of Christmas books for decorating, 
for holiday cooking, for school and club 
programming, and just plain browsing. The 
Braybrooke book is an anthology of liter- 
ary bits and pieces; illustrations in color 
present children’s interpretations of the 
holiday. Legend and other lore of the 
Christmas tree are contained in the Foley 
book plus a list of books for children and 
decorating hints. SWEDISH CHRISTMAS 
gives the Swedish idea of Christmas in- 
cluding customs, traditional foods, decor- 
ations, songs and games. Interesting line 
drawings illustrate Christmas as celebrated 
in many ways in many different parts of 
the world. CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS A- 
ROUND THE WORLD tells how Mexican 
families decorate their homes by December 
16 for “posadas,” a celebration commemor- 
ating the difficulties which Mary and Jo- 
seph had in finding lodging at Bethlehem, 
and other interesting Yule customs ar- 
ranged by country. 394 


HISTORY 


*Pohl, Frederick J. ATLANTIC CROSS- 
INGS BEFORE COLUMBUS. Norton, 
$4.50. 


According to many, Columbus was the 
first across the ocean, but here’s a whole 
book of people with evidence to prove that 
they arrived first. Some of this evidence 
(the caves of North Salem, N.H., the rock 
decoration at Westford, Mass., etc.) is 
found in New England. A lengthy biblio- 
graphy and an index add reference value. 

973.1 


White, Theodore H. THE MAKING OF 
THE PRESIDENT. 1960, Antheneum, 
$6.95. 


Theodore White, novelist and reporter, has 
written exciting history as it was made 
during the 1960 election, giving hundreds 
of details to produce a sweeping overall 
picture of the campaign, beginning with a 
study of the seven serious aspirants and 
ending with speculation on the meaning of 
the Kennedy victory. A new type of polit- 
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ical writing, most close-up accounts oj 
elections being written into candidate's 
autobiographies years later 329 


HOW TO DO IT 


Darr, Jack. HOW TO REPAIR SMALL 
APPLIANCES. Bobbs Merrill. Paper, 
$2.50. 


Information on taking apart and repairing 
15 common home appliances, simply writ- 
ten and well illustrated for the practical 
use of the mechanically-minded. Includes 
tips about obtaining parts (this can be a 
tricky business), necessary tools, and even 
setting up a repair shop. 6213 


*Day, Dick. THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
KARTING. Prentice Hall. $4.95. 


A new sport has been added. Dick Day 
describes a kart as “an inexpensive but 
thrilling piece of automotive machinery 
designed exclusively to provide its driver 
with the thrills and chills of competitive 
auto racing without the high costs and the 
danger generally associated with most 
forms of motorized sport.” How to select 
a kart, build a kart, join a karting club, 
and race a kart. 796.7 


Miller, William Hugh. EVERYBODY'S 
GUIDE TO MUSIC. Chilton, $7.50. 


A study course in music appreciation that 
can be used at home by the interested 
amateur, including the history of music and 
its relationship to other arts; the musical 
elements of rhythm, melody, harmony and 
tone color; the forms of music; and musical 


style. Lengthy bibliography and _ disco- 
graphy. 780.1 


*Rustrum, Calvin. THE WILDERNESS 
CABIN. Macmillan, $4.95. 


A summer camp or hunter’s lodge is be- 
coming increasingly important to the mod- 
ern family and the North Country has 
plenty of wilderness. Discusses choosing a 
site, selecting and transporting materials, 
making a design and actual construction, 
with attention to water supply, heating and 
cooking units, sewage disposal, foundations, 
etc. 728 
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LITERATURE 


Baker, Carlos, ed. HEMINGWAY AND 
HIS CRITICS. Hill and Wang, $4.95. 
Paper, $1.95. 


An anthology of critical essays by such 
greats as Andre Maurois, H. E. Bates, 
Lionel Quilling presents an international 
view of the colorful world citizen who 
stood at the zenith of contemporary Amer- 
ican literature. Includes a lengthy checklist 
of other criticism. 813 


LOCAL INTEREST 


Hall, Donald. STRING TOO SHORT TO 
BE SAVED. Viking, $5.00. 


When Donald Hall was a boy, he spent 
summers with his grandparents on a farm 
in N. H. working with his grandfather and 
listening to stories of the good old days. 
These warm and nostalgic reminiscences of 
the days when boys were content to re- 
main on the farm will have strong appeal 
to many who also remember and regret the 
passing of a way of life. 630.1 


Masterton, Elsie. OFF MY TOES. Little, 
Brown, $4.50. 


The Mastertons, with an enormous amount 
of pluck and no money, set out to build a 
ski resort in Vermont, and wound up 
offering good food and a leisurely pace for 
the summer to city refugees. Continuing 
the life and times of the Mastertons begun 
in NOTHING WHATEVER TO DO, this 
sequel tells of more ups and downs, among 
them bankruptcy in Florida and education 


in Goshen. 818.54 
SCIENCE 
Asimov, Issac. THE INTELLIGENT 


MAN’S GUIDE TO SCIENCE. Vol 1— 
The physical sciences. Vol. 2—The bio- 
logical sciences. 1960. Basic Books, $15.00. 


Accurate, lucid account of the history and 
current achievements of pure science. Writ- 
ten in Prof. Asimov’s usual felicitous style, 
it literally reads like a fictional adventure 
story. This is surely among the very best 
comprehensive explanations of science avail- 
able for the laymen. This reviewer, un- 


exposed to science since high school days, 
found it exciting and valuable. In our pre- 
sent scientifically oriented society, such 
information for the confused citizen can 
provide real insight into the problems of 
life and the universe. Despite its high price, 
Asimov’s work is enthusiastically recom- 
mended to all libraries. 500 

Emil W. Allen 


LaLou, Etienne. THE ORION BOOK OF 
THE SUN. 523.7 Pecker, Jean-Claude. 
THE ORION BOOK OF THE SKY. 
523 LeLionnais, Francois. THE ORION 
BOOK OF TIME. 529 Orion Press, $6.95 
each. 


The history of man’s relationship to the 
elements is recounted in these profusely and 
beautifully illustrated volumes, based on 
French editions recently translated and 
published in this country. Marvelous books 
for browsing, as well as study, offered at a 
more reasonable price than most other 
books of the type. 


TRAVEL 


Miller, Helen Hull. GREEK HORIZONS. 
Scribners, $6.95. 


To visit Greece is to walk very close to 
history. A travel book about Greece, then, 
must cover yesterday as well as today. 
Helen Miller has written such a book, full 
of history as seen by the people or as 
quoted from authors. Many lovely photo- 
graphic illustrations. 914.95 


*Thayer, Charles. RUSSIA. Life World 
Library. Time Publishing Co., $2.95. 


The editors of Time and Life work with a 
former U. S. foreign service officer in this 
well-illustrated popular account of contem- 
porary Russia. Not a book by or for the 
traveller, but a description of the influ- 
ences shaping the life of the average Rus- 
sian; historical background, communist 
government and economy, educational em- 
phasis, leisure, and the decline of religion. 
Short bibliography and detailed index. 
Examine other books in this series for 
attractive, practical inexpensive additions 
to your collection. 914.7 
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REFERENCE 


CHILDREN’S CATALOG. 10th ed. H.W. 
Wilson, $12.00. 


A new edition of this basic reference tool 
for work with children in any size library, 
but especially useful to the small library. 
3,310 books in all subject areas are arranged 
by Dewey Classification number. There is 
an author, title, subject index and a list by 
grade. The price includes annual supple- 
ments through 1965. 028.5 


U.S. GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION- 
AL MANUAL. 1961-62. GPO, $1.50. 


This useful reference tool is out in an an- 
nual revision. It contains descriptions of 
the agencies in the legislative, judicial and 
executive branches of the federal govern- 
ment, plus supplements including informa- 
tion on quasi-official agencies and some 
international organizations; charts of more 
complex agencies; lists of abolished or 
transferred agencies; and government pub- 
lications. 330.973 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


FOR THE YOUNGEST 
by 
Mrs Estuer M. Swirt 
Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Service 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Anglund, Joan. CHRISTMAS IS A TIME 
OF GIVING. Harcourt, $1.75. 


Just in time for the holiday season comes 
this delightful little book. In charming pic- 
tures and simple words the author conveys 
the essential spirit of Christmas...a time 
of giving. As appealing as A FRIEND IS 
SOMEONE WHO LIKES YOU. Buy in 
reinforced binding. 


Bell, Gina. GOOD FOR NOTHING. Abing- 
don, $1.50. 


Toby thought that he was really good for 
nothing because the bigger boys could do 
everything so much better. When he had 
the measles and couldn’t go out, the boys 
discovered there had been something he 
did better than they. A whimsical and 
delightful story for boys who have begun 





to master the art of reading. Buy in rein. 
forced binding. 


Blough, Glenn O. CHRISTMAS TREES 
AND HOW THEY GROW. Whittlesey, 
$2.75. Illus. by Jeanne Bendick. 


More than just the story of how Christ- 
mas trees grow, this is an excellent intro- 
duction to the whole world of trees. Pro- 
fusely illustrated in red, green and black, 
it explains how trees grow from seeds, how 
they are used, and their place in nature's 
pattern. Concludes with the story of the 
National Christmas Tree in Washington, 
D.C. and the holiday customs in different 
parts of the country. Order lib. ed. —j634.9 


Duvoisin, Roger. THE HAPPY HUNTER. 
Lothrop, $2.75. 


Mr. Bobbin thought it would be nice to 
dress in warm clothes, carry a shiny gun 
and go hunting in the woods like the other 
men. He never did quite shoot at anything 
for he loved all animals too dearly. De- 
lightful surprise ending came when Mr. 
Bobbin could no longer tramp through the 
woods. Attractive three-color illustrations 
by author. 


Fenton, Carroll Lane. GOLDIE IS A FISH. 
John Day, $2.68. Lib. Ed. 


Using the goldfish as a starting point the 
book explains how fish eat, breathe, swim 
and live. Alternate pages deal with different 
aspects of fish life, or with the varying 
habitats of different kinds of fish. Oppo- 
site each page of text is a very clear black 
and white illustration which explains. 
j597 
Fisher, Aileen. WHERE DOES EVERY- 
ONE GO? Crowell, $3.50. Illus. by 
Adrienne Adams. 
In singing swinging rhyme, a small child 
wonders “Where in the Fall does everyone 
go? Does anyone know?” The verse is 
complemented by illustrations in crisp 
autumn colors. By the author-illustrator 
team that created GOING BAREFOOT 
for the springtime delight of young readers. 


Floethe, Louise & Richard. THE FISHER- 
MAN AND HIS BOAT. Scribner; $.95 
Lib. Ed. 


The fisherman lives on the Gulf Coast of 
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Florida and spends most of his time out- 
of-doors. Explains the fisherman’s way of 
life, the methods and equipment used in 
fishing. Its charm lies in the beautiful full 
color illustrations and the very legible type. 
A lovely bock for a youngster who can 
read a little. 


Gannett, Ruth Stiles. KATIE AND THE 
SAD NOISE. Random, $1.95. Illus. by 
Ellie Simmons. 


At last an “easy to read book” that has a 
plot and is fun for the child to read. Katie 
kept hearing a strange sad-sounding noise 
in the night and finally went searching for 
whatever made the noise. Katie’s Daddy, 
the policeman, the teacher and the mayor 
all help lcok for the maker of the sad 
noise. Children will be delighted at the 
surprise ending. Gay colored illustrations. 
Buy in reinforced binding. 


Haupt, Istar. THE STORY OF STICK-A- 
NOSE-IN. Little, Brown, $2.95. 


The rest of the bear family settled down 
for their winter nap, but not little Stick- 
A-Nose-In. Forever curious and getting 
into things, he was caught by the village 
blacksmith. After a winter in captivity, 
when he learned to dance to the music of 
a flute, he was very glad to go back to the 
mountains and stop being a Stick-A-Nose- 
In bear. A charming first book by a tal- 
ented young author-illustrator. Buy in 
reinforced binding. 


Kumin, Maxine. FOLLOW THE FALL. 
Putnam, $2.52. Lib. Ed. 


The teacher had suggested that everyone 
bring to school something typical of fall 
to share with the rest of the class. In 
rhymed verse the book follows the progress 
of the different collections. First there were 
autumn leaves, then seeds and a fuzzy 
caterpillar. Anne’s solution about what she 
should bring came as a complete surprise to 
everyone. Companion volume to SPRING 
THINGS and SUMMER THINGS. 


Lindop, Edmund. HUBERT, THE TRAV- 
ELLING HIPPOPOTAMUS. Little, 
Brown, $2.95. Illus. by Jane Carlson. 


As a baby, Hubert acted like every other 


hippopotamus in the river. As he grew 
older he decided to see more of the world. 
For over two years he travelled from place 
to place in south Africa. In ail he covered 
more than 1,000 miles and became so well 
known that he was watched for and pro- 
tected wherever he went. Surprisingly 
enough, the story is true. The hippopota- 
mus, nicknamed Hubert by the newspapers, 
was travelling by himself from 1928 to 
1930. Illustrations are appropriate and very 
attractive. The text is both clever and 
informative. 


Pape, Lee. THE FIRST DOLL IN THE 
WORLD. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, $2.73. 
Lib. Ed. Illus. by Leonard Weisgard. 


Twinkle was a little cave-dwelling girl of 
long ago who wanted a doll. There had 
never been a doll, so there was not even 
a name for it. Yet Twinkle knew what she 
wanted, and finally drew a picture of a doll 
so that her mother knew what it was too. 
When the doll was finally made, Twinkle 
‘was just as happy as any girl today would 
be with her first doll. Beautiful brown 
and sepia tone illustrations combine with 
the text to make an exceptional book. 
Russell, Solveig Paulson. SUGARING 
TIME. Abingdon, $2.00. 


In this land of the sugar-maple we always 
have need for more books on maple sugar- 
ing. The simple yet specific text and clever 
black and white illustrations explain the 
whole maple sugar process. Brief index 
and glossary of unusual words help make 
the book especially useful. Order in rein- 
forced binding. j634.9872 


Shortall, Leonard. JOHN AND HIS 
THUMBS. Morrow, $2.78. Lib Ed. 


When John tried to help at his father’s 
store he knocked over a whole display. 
~ When he tried to help at the filling station 
he spilled water all over a customer’s 
car. When he tried to help at home every- 
thing went wrong. Everyone said “John, 
you’re just all thumbs.” Finally when 
Grandfather let John help in the garden 
they found that John really had green 
thumbs. A delightful book, with illustra- 
tions by the author. 
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Thayer, Jane. A LITTLE DOG CALLED 
KITTY. Morrow, $2.78. Lib. Ed. Illus. 
by Seymour Fleishman. 


The little dog lived with a family that had 
four cats. When anyone called “Here, 
Kitty” he thought that meant him too. 
When it was just a matter of thinking he 
was a kitty for meal times, it wasn’t too 
bad. But when he thought that he could 
do everything cats can do, it became a 
very real problem. Children will like the 
happy solution to “Kitty’s” problems, as 
well as the pictures. 


Thompson, Vivian L. CAMP-IN-THE- 
YARD. Holiday House, $2.50. Lib. Ed. 
Illus. by Brinton Turkle. 


Every boy likes to camp out. The twins, 
Tom and Mike, were no exceptions. Tco 
young to go with the older boys to Camp- 
In-The-Wood, they were allowed to camp 
out in the yard. Setting up the tent and 
cooking their first supper was fun and so 
was getting into their sleeping bags. Then 
a “big black thing’ came along and was 
very scary until it turned out to be only 
the neighbor’s friendly dog. Simple vocabu- 
lary and suspenseful plot make this an ideal 
story for the beginning reader. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. EstHER M. SwIrt 
Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Service 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Bailey, Bernadine. VERMONT. Whitman, 
$1.25. 
This completes the series of books on the 
50 states. Covers the history and economic 
development of the state as well as its 
present inportance. Explains outstanding 
features of each city and town. Mentions 
famous people who have called Vermont 
home. Colored, as well as black and white, 
illustrations. j974.3 


Brooks, Anita. THE PICTURE BOOK OF 
TEA AND COFFEE. Day, $2.86. Lib. 
Ed. 

Title is a little deceptive, for it is not really 

a picture book, but rather a book with pic- 

tures. Clear, modern photographs about 





every aspect of tea and coffee, from the 
growing to the marketing. Text consists of 
captions for and explanations of the pic- 
tures. 633.7 


Chekhov, Anton. KASHTANKA. Walck, 
$2.75. Trans. by Charles Dowsett. Illus. 
by William Stobbs. 

The first American edition of a classic dog 

story. The illustrations won the 1959 Kate 

Greenaway Medal for excellence in Eng- 

land. A charming story of a little dog who 

becomes lost and ends up with a circus 
in old Russia under the Tsars. 


Clark, Billy C. USELESS DOG. Putnam, 
$2.75. 

Thirteen-year-old Caleb thought the most 
important thing in the world was having a 
dog. Money was always scarce in the Ken- 
tucky hills, so he had only a little runty 
pig to swap for a dog. The dog that he re- 
ceived in trade was so old and crippled 
that his Mother called it “Old Outcast.” 
With the old dog, the boy learned to re- 
turn good for evil and to understand that 
the most important values do not always 
show on the surface. 


Cooney, Barbara. THE LITTLE JUG- 
GLER. Hastings House, $3.00. 
Adapted from the old French legend, this 
is the story of the little juggler of Notre 
Dame, which Anatole France used for a 
short story and Jules Massenet for the 
famous opera. The author calls it her per- 
sonal “contribution to Christmas 1961.” 
Black and white and glowing colored illu- 
strations help to re-create a feeling for the 
time of the little juggler. Every child 
should have a chance to read this com- 
pletely beautiful book. j398.2 


Dreany, Joseph. MAGIC OF SPICES. Put- 
nam, $2.68. Lib. Ed. 
Same format as author’s MAGIC OF 
RUBBER, and a clear picture of the his- 
tory and cultivation of spices in the past 
as well as today. Includes some of the 
interesting folklore connected with spices 
and a map of the voyages made in search 
for them. Illustrated by the author in 
black and white. j633.8 


Goetz, Delia. SWAMPS. Morrow, $2.78. 
Lib. Ed. Illus. by Louis Darling. 
Descriptions of swamps, locations of some 
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of the biggest ones, the animal and plant 
life, with attractive pictures. Same format as 
author’s ARCTIC TUNDRA, DESERTS, 
GRASSLANDS, and TROPICAL RAIN 
FORESTS. Similar also to Ripper’s FOXES 
& WOLVES (Review follows). j574.92 


Haviland, Virginia. FAVORITE FAIRY 
TALES: TOLD IN IRELAND, TOLD 
IN NORWAY, TOLD IN RUSSIA. 
Little, Brown, $2.95 each. 


Three more collections of tales retold by 
the Readers Advisor for Children of the 
Boston Public Library. Each one is delight- 
fully and appropriately illustrated for the 
country represented. These are stories not 
readily available in any other source and 
are as welcome as the author’s earlier three 
compilations. (NORTH COUNTRY LI- 
BRARIES March-April 1960 issue said 
of TOLD IN ENGLAND, TOLD IN 
FRANCE and TOLD IN GERMANY, 
“These stories are part of every child’s 
heritage and ... will be appreciated by chil- 
dren and storytellers alike.”) j398 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford. THE HAWAIIAN 
WAY. Coward McCann, $2.68. Lib. Ed. 
Illus. by Charles J. Chu. 


The “Islands” have long been a true melt- 
ing pot where people of many races and 
creeds have lived together in peace and 
harmony. Each of the eight chapters pre- 
sents the story of a boy from a different 
race and religious background and tells of 
his particular way of life. We need more 
books of this kind if we are ever to 
achieve “peace through understanding.” An 
enlightened and perceptive book which has 
not been surpassed in presenting the Ha- 
waiian way of life. j919.69 


Howe, Janet R. TRINKET. Westminster, 
$2.95. Illus. by Janet Smalley. 


Trinket, the little black Shetland pony, 


had to be sold when her young owner went . 


away to school. She went first to a family 
of children on an estate by the shore, then 
to a poor neighborhood in a city suburb 
and last to a circus. Everywhere Trinket 
went she brought happiness with her gay 
disposition and _ fun-loving _personality.| 
Certain to be popular with horse-loving 
readers, but also has some excellent values 
for young people growing up. 


Hyde, Wayne. WHAT DOES A DIVER 
DO? Dodd, Mead, $2.50. 


First of a new series entitled What do they 
do, this one, at least, is very interesting and 
clearly presented. The underwater world is 
a fascinating one, and only quite recently 
have there been books for young people on 
the subject. Illustrations are clear, well-re- 
produced photographs of actual diving 
operations. j797.2 


Justus, May. WINDS A’BLOWING. A- 
bingdon, $2.50. Illus. by Jean Tamburine. 


Young children love poetry and rhyme and, 
if encouraged, will go on reading it all 
their lives. The author’s poems are just 
right for the child in the middle grade 
years, for they are about the things in his 
world. “Pussycat,” for example, charms 
the small child ...“It takes a little of this 
and that/ To make the right kind of pussy- 
cat./ A set of whiskers, a well washed 
face,/ A tail to wave in its proper place.” 
Attractive black and white illustrations 
highlight these short poems. j811 


Leavitt, Jerome & John Huntsberger. TER- 
RARIUMS & AQUARIUMS. Childrens 
Press, $2.50. Illus. by Bill Armstrong. 


Concise explanations, illustrations and dia- 
grams for making terrariums from bottles, 
sheets of glass or tanks. Separate chapters 
on selection of materials for both terrari- 
ums and aquariums as well as caring for 
them. Most youngsters are very much 
interested in these subjects and there has 
not been much available that they could 
read. j590.7 


McKown, Robin. WASHINGTON’S A- 
MERICA. Grosset & Dunlap, $2.50. 


Excellent history of life during the time 
of George Washington. Fully as good as 
and in same format as Nathan’s LIN- 
COLN’S AMERICA. (Review follows). 
j973 


Nathan, Adele Gutman. LINCOLN’S A- 
MERICA. Grosset & Dunlap, $2.50. 


The 56 years of Abraham Lincoln’s life 
were among the most significant in U.S. 
history. Beginning with his birth in a crude 
log cabin and concluding with his death, 
the book traces both his life and the his- 
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tory of the country. Profusely illustrated 
with contemporary illustrations, photo- 
graphs and wood cuts. Excellent for young 
people who cannot yet quite manage Gene- 
vieve Fosters WORLD OF ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN. Buy in reinforced binding. j973 


Ripper, Charles L. FOXES AND WOLVES. 
Morrow, $2.78. Lib. Ed. 


Similar to the other books in this series 
by the same author: BATS, HAWKS, 
THE WEASEL FAMILY, MOLES & 
SHREWS. Clear illustrations and simple 
text show types, different members of the 
species and their native habitats. j599 


Rounds, Glen. WILD ORPHAN. Holiday 
House, $2.95. Illus. by author. 


The little beaver was left alone in the pond 
when his parents and brother were caught 
in traps and removed to a far location. 
Life was rugged for the little fellow until 
he learned to forage for himself, keep his 
lodge clean and make amateurish repairs 
to the dam. Based on actual observations 
of an orphan beaver’s life, this has been 
published for the 25th anniversary of the 
author’s first book, OL’ PAUL, THE 
MIGHTY LOGGER. 


Wilson, Dorothy. FIRST BOOK OF 
CHRISTMAS JOY. Watts, $1.95. Illus. 
by Mary Ronin. 

First chapters of this delightful book give 

the background for many of the customs 

and practices of the Christmas season. 

Balance of the book shows gifts, decora- 

tions, and trimmings that children can 

make. An astonishing amount of informa- 

tion is packed into 62 pages. Table of con- 

tents, index and excellent illustrations. 
j394.26 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
by 
Mrs. EstHER M. SwIrt 
Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Service 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Beowulf, THE WARRIOR. Walck, $2.75. 


More than 1000 years ago this great Eng- 
lish epic was first recorded by an unknown 





writer. Long a part of every English de- 
partment’s course of study, it is the heroic 
story of one man’s valor against ferocious 
monsters. Retold in modern language by 
Ian Serrailler, it is now more readily un- 
derstood by young people. Illustrations by 
“Severin” capture a feeling for the medieval 
period. j829 


*Bothwell, Jean. THE EMERALD CLUE. 
Harcourt, $3.25. 


Set in modern India, this is the story of 
Tara, a beautiful and unusual princess. 
When one of the family’s prize horses was 
stolen, Tara discovered the only clue. De- 
termined to help in the search, she dis- 
guised herself as a lowly stableboy and 
found the horse. The way she also finds a 
tall, dark and handsome army officer will 
delight any romantic teen-age girl. Ex- 
cellent characterization and _ background 
setting of life in an Indian state under an 
emancipated Maharajah. 


Chase, Mary Ellen. THE FISHING 
FLEETS OF NEW ENGLAND. Hough- 
ton Mifflin, $1.95. 


North Star book #28. Author comes from 
a long line of salt water sailors so she 
writes knowingly of the sea and the men 
who went to sea in fishing ships. An excit- 
ing period of our history, interestingly 
written. Illustrated with photographs and 
prints. j639.2 


Cooper, Elizabeth K. SILKWORMS AND 
SCIENCE. Harcourt, $3.00. 


Silk manufacture was the closely guarded 
secret of the Imperial Chinese Court for 
several thousand years, but today silk 
worms are raised in many parts of the 
world. This fascinating book gives both the 
history of silk culture and instructions for 
raising silk worms. Will be appreciated by 
young people who are interested in nature 
projects, as well as those wanting factual 
information. Numerous excellent photo- 
graphs. j638.2 


Dahl, Borghild. UNDER THIS ROOF. 
Dutton, $3.50. 


When their parents were killed, 16-year- 
old Kristine decided to keep the family 
of younger children together. In spite of 
opposition from the relatives and extreme 
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poverty she succeeded. The youngsters sur- 
vived the worst blizzard in Minnesota his- 
tory and learned to live together in fun and 
hard work. Well written and challenging 
story of particular interest to girls. 


*Fenner, Phyllis. OVER THERE: Stories 
of World War I. Morrow, $3.00. 


“The war to end war did not do what was 
hoped for, but it did bring us closer to the 
rest of the world and its problems forever.” 
With these words of introduction, Miss 
Fenner gives meaning and continuity to 
ten short stories. Written by such outstand- 
ing authors as Commander Ellsberg, Albert 
Terhune, John Buchan, Alexander Woll- 
cott, and Nordhoff and Hall, they will 
appeal particularly to mature boys. 


Friermood, Elisabeth Hamilton. THE 
LUCK OF DAPHNE TOLLIVER. Dou- 
bleday, $2.95. 


When Mama inherited a house in Mason 
City, Indiana, the family was dismayed 
to find it filled with 30 years of accumulat- 
ed junk and the yard littered with rubbish. 
Papa said this was fine because they could 
now start their own junk yard. The years 
1916-18 were thriving ones for a junk 
business and for 17-year-old Daphne. 
Young people will enjoy the whole fun- 
loving family and find inspiration in the 
working out of Daphne’s theory that luck 
is mostly a matter of hard work and 
perseverance. 


*Hall, Marjorie. WHIRL OF FASHION. 
Westminster, $2.95. 


Felicia Larcom was self-centered, sorry for 
herself and tired of being poor until she 
was offered a new after-school job and met 
Bruce. After she became involved in making 
clothes for two dolls named “Merry” and 
“Christmas,” things really began to happen. 
First there was the school art project for 
which she decided to make reproductions 


of period costumes, then the chance at the © 


big dress designing contest. Book presents 
some real challenges for teen-age girls, and 
some good fun too. 


*Hamre, Leif. PERILOUS WINGS. Har- 
court, $2.75. 


Squadron 317 of the Norwegian Air Force 
had been selected for the honor of first 


flying the new supersonic aircraft. When 
fire broke out in the wings of three differ- 
ent planes, morale plummeted along with 
the damaged planes. The final solution of 
the perplexing engineering problem will 
interest mechanically minded boys. A sus- 
penseful and dramatic novel. 


Hornblow, Leonora. CLEOPATRA OF 
EGYPT. Random, $1.95. 


In all recorded history only two wars were 
ever fought for a woman. The Trojan War 
was fought for Helen of Troy, and Caesar 
fought and won the Alexandrian War for 
Cleopatra. The story of this fascinating and 
remarkable woman’s life, her love for 
Caesar and Mark Anthony and the final 
collapse of the Ptolemy Empire. Landmark 
book #50. jB 


Kent, Louise Andrews. HE WENT WITH 
DRAKE. Houghton Mifflin, $3.50. 


Oliver Barrett and James Campion thought 
they were the two luckiest boys in England 
when they sailed with Francis Drake on the 
Golden Hind. Little did they realize that 
their travels would take them half around 
the world and would only end with the 
defeat of the Spanish Armada. Seventh of 
the “he went with ..... ” series, this gives 
an accurate and colorful picture of Eliza- 
bethan England and life on the sea. Author 
lives in Kent Corners, Vermont and is 
well known to many adult readers as “Mrs. 
Appleyard.” 


Lent, Henry B. MEN AT WORK IN THE 
MID-ATLANTIC STATES. Putnam, 
$3.50. 


The six states (New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Delaware and 
Maryland) of this region are among the 
most interesting of the whole 50. Here are 
made many of the vital products and ma- 
chines of our civilzation. Illustrated with 
photographs. Interesting and informative. 

j670 


*Maher, Ramona. ABRACADABRA MYS- 
TERY. Dodd, Mead, $3.00. 


A first novel and winner of the Dodd, 
Mead “Calling All Girls” prize, superbly 
original and fresh. When Jennet’s mother 
married again, she plunged them both into 
an interesting new family life and a puz- 
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zling affair about an elusive inheritance. 
The story has an unusual background of 
printing and type faces which is very 
interesting. 


Meader, Stephen W. SNOW ON BLUE- 
BERRY MOUNTAIN. Harcourt, $3.25. 


Mark Wilkins, neighbor of Buck Evans in 
the author’s BLUEBERRY MOUNTAIN, 
was determined to find some use for the 
cut-over mountain land which his improvi- 
dent father had bought. Ski enthusiasts 
will enjoy the story of his developing a 
ski-run “on a shoe string,” as well as his 
efforts to support his younger brothers and 
sisters. 


*Mevyer, Edith Patterson. PIRATE QUEEN. 
Little, Brown, $3.50. 


Grania O’Malley of the Irish Isles became 
the first woman chieftain of the clan when 
her father was killed. A pirate like her 
ancestors, she was also a devoted wife and 
fond mother. All her life she dreamed of a 
reunited Ireland where her people could 
worship in their own way and not fear the 
English. A storybook queen she was in- 
deed, yet the facts of her life are true. 
Author of DYNAMITE FOR PEACE and 
CHAMPIONS OF PEACE has done careful 
research into the historical background for 
this glowing novel. 


Moody, Ralph. WELLS FARGO. Hough- 
ton Mifflin, $1.95. 


North Star book #26 presents the complete 
story of this great company which helped 
open the west for commerce and travel. 
Includes many of the highwaymen who 
plundered the Wells Fargo line in the early 
years. Liberally illustrated as all the books 
of the series. Fully as exciting as a “west- 
ern” for boys. 


Muller, Charles G. HERO OF CHAM. 
PLAIN. John Day, $3.50. 


Gideon Marsh, the hero of this historical] ” 
novel, actually lived and served as a mid- © 


shipman under Macdonough in the naval © 


engagements on Lake Champlain during the 


War of 1812. Based on the same factual © 
material as the author’s THE PROUDEST 7 


DAY for adults, it is a fast moving and — 


accurate picture of this period of Vermont 
history. 


Pederson, Elsa. ALASKA HARVEST. A- 
bingdon, $3.00. 


Bruce and Mary McLain found life exciting 
on board their father’s boat, “North Star,” 
until they were accused of being “crab 
pirates.” A story of two brave children and © 
their father which gives an interesting in- — 
fishing fleets of . 


sight into life in the 


Alaska today. 


Place, Marian. THE COPPER KINGS OF : 


MONTANA. Random, $1.95. 


An ex-librarian who knows 
history throughly has written the story of 
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Montana — 


three fabulous men who made copper his- ~ 
tory in the late 1800’s. Well illustrated by 


Ernest Barth. Landmark book #95. 
j669.3 


Wellman, Paul I. RACE TO THE GOLD- 


EN SPIKE. Houghton, $1.95. 


During the 1860’s forward thinking men 


conceived the idea of linking the east coast 
and the west with a transcontinental rail- 


road. The Central Pacific Railroad started — 


east from California and the Union Pacific 
west from Nebraska. By the time the 


golden spike was driven on May 10, 1869 — 


over 165 million dollars had been spent and 


mammoth obstacles overcome. North Star — 


volume #27. j385 








